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posals sent up by the commons for raising money, however
destructive to the publick, or however contrary to the
dictates of our conscience, or convictions of our reason.

"What is this, my lords, but once more to vote ourselves
useless? What but to be the first that shall destroy the
constitution of the government, and give up that liberty
which our ancestors established ?

That this is really the design of any of the noble lords,
who have spoken in vindication of the bill, and have as-
serted the necessity of passing it, without any attempts to
amend it, I am very far from affirming; but certainly, my
lords, this, and this only, is the consequence of their posi-
tions, with whatever intention they may have advanced
them; for how, my lords, can we call ourselves independ-
ent, if we are to receive the commands of the other house?
or with what propriety can we assume the title of legisla-
tors, if we are to pass a bill like this without examination ?

The bill now before us, my lords, is of the utmost im-
portance to the happiness of that nation whose welfare we
have hitherto been imagined to superintend. In this bill
are involved not only the trade and riches, but the lives
and morals of the British people; nor can we suffer it to
pass unexarnined, without betraying the nation to wicked-
ness and destruction.

Should we, on this occasion, suffer ourselves to be de-
graded from legislators to messengers from the commons
to the throne; should we be content only to transmit the
laws which we ought to amend, and resign ourselves up
implicitly to the wisdom of those whom we have formerly
considered as our inferiours, I know not for what purpose
we sit here. It would be my counsel that we should no
longer attempt to preserve the appearance of power, when
we have lost the substance, or submit to share the drudgery
of government, without partaking of the authority.

The time of such desperation is, indeed, not yet arrived;
but every act of servile compliance will bring it nearer;
and, therefore, my lords, for the sake of ourselves, as well
as of the people, I join the noble lord's motion for re-
suming the house, that farther information may be ob-